The first shoe of health care reform was dropped on election day last November. As this editorial is being written, the country appears to be waiting eagerly, and the health care community anxiously, for the report from the Clinton administration's task force on All these issues, and others the reader might add, share the characteristic of being independent of the specific policies, strategies, and financing and delivery approaches that this nation adopts in the months ahead. They will be essential elements in the course we take. That reality should encourage us to move ahead, aggressively, in their pursuit. We need not wait for the other shoe to drop.
The pursuit of best clinical practices. This pursuit can be meaningful only if &dquo;best practices&dquo; are determined not on the basis of individual professional experience and preferences, but rather on the basis of which practices produce the best outcomes.
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